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Spectre of ground raids in Pakistan 
Amid growing frustration over failure to tame the Taliban in Afghanistan, the United 
States in line with its policy of arms twisting has started giving threats to Pakistan 
both directly and indirectly to persuade it to launch more military operations along the 
Durand Line. The latest threat is a report in the New York Times saying that top US 
military commanders in Afghanistan are pushing Obama Administration for permis-
sion to expand ground raids by Special Operation forces across the border in Paki-
stanôs tribal areas. The US has long been asking Pakistan to launch operation in 
North Waziristan, where according to it, hard core militants including al-Qaeda leader-
ship have safe havens and launching attacks inside Afghanistan from there. President 
Obama in his Afghan policy review had also hinted that Pakistan must do more in 
North Waziristan while other senior American officials during their visits to Pakistan 
have been using the carrot and the stick approach of praising Pakistanôs contributions 
in the war on terror and at the same time conveying that Islamabad must do more on 
its side of the border. The leaked report carried by the New York Times is a warning 
to Pakistan that if it did not follow the US dictates, Washington has the option of send-
ing Special Operation Forces on this side of the border to target the so-called safe 
havens. Pakistan has already deployed around one lac troops along the Durand Line 
to check illegal border crossing. If there is still any movement of the Taliban, US and 
NATO forces which are in Afghanistan with all the intelligence gadgets and armament 
have more responsibility on their shoulders to prevent this. Therefore it is unfair to 
blame Pakistan that it is not playing its due role in checking movement on the porous 
border and the spectre of ground raids is being raised. We would like to warn that 
Pakistan is not Afghanistan and any violation of its territorial sovereignty would be 
resisted by the armed forces with the backing of the people. Already there is a lot of 
resentment among the people over drone attacks, which have now spread to Khyber 
Agency and claimed hundreds of innocent lives. We regret to point out that except 
Pakistanôs Ambassador to Washington Hussain Haqqani, none of the State function-
aries in Islamabad has reacted over the threatening report which though is not a poli-
cy statement yet undoubtedly a message what Washington could do in case Pakistan 
fails to oblige it. 

Corruption in the House of God 
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By Burhanuddin Hasan 
No doubt the rate of corruption 
has increased in Pakistan in 
recent years like an infectious 
disease, but nobody could 
imagine that people who call 
themselves Muslims and their 
homeland the Fort of Islam, 
will play dirty with Hajis, most 
of them poor and helpless, 
fleecing them in the House of 
God.  The Supreme Court 
which is determined to root out 
the evil of corruption, took suo 
motto notice of this scam, and 
called the minister of religious 
affairs Hamid Said Kazmi to 
appear before the court .The 
minister took this matter quite 
lightly and admitted that cor-
ruption did take place in Hajj 
arrangements no doubt but it 
was far less than the previous 
years. This was a confession 
of guilt by the minister that he 
was indirectly responsible for 
the corruption being the head 
of the ministry of religious 
affairs. On top of it, another 
federal minister Mr. Azam 
Swati submitted a statement 
about the shady deals in inad-
equate arrangements made 
for the Hajisô stay in Makkah 
and Mina causing them great 
inconvenience at a high cost. 
Justice Ramday who is a 
member of the bench which is 
hearing the case had also 
performed hajj this year regret-
ted that the religious affairs 
ministry had brought disgrace 
to the country as Saudi papers 
highlighted the plight of some 
22 thousand Pakistan Hajis 
who were put up in tents with-
out the facility of running wa-
ter, toilets and electricity and 
no arrangements for food and 
transport. The court ordered 
that these Hajis be reimbursed 

Rs15, 799 per person. The 
Chief Justice Iftekhar Moham-
mad Chowdhry remarked ñthat 
the corrupt elements will get 
tired of their evil deeds but we 
will continue pursuing them 
tirelesslyò. The Establishment 
Secretary informed the Court 
that Director General Hajj Rao 
Shakil Ahmad, who is under 
detention, had been approved 
for this post by no less a per-
son than the prime minister 
himself, knowing fully well that 
he was facing two criminal 
charges of corruption in ac-
countability court but his name 
was removed from the exit 
control list on the basis of an 
SMS from Interior Minister 
Rehman Malik. If the Estab-
lishment Secretary says so in 
front of a Supreme Court 
bench it must be true. The 
court may like to refer the 
matter to the prime minister 
and the interior minister for 
verification. The case contin-
ues till the report of the FIA 
team, which has gone to Saudi 
Arabia to investigate, is re-
ceived by the court. Mean-
while, both federal ministers, 
Mr. Kazmi and Mr. Swati have 
been sacked by the prime 
minister. As a backlash JUI-F 
to which Mr. Swati belonged 
has left the coalition destabiliz-
ing the government at a crucial 
time when the RGST bill is 
about to be placed before 
parliament. The head of JUI 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman was 
extremely annoyed that Mr. 
Swati who was not involved in 
corruption and had only in-
formed the government about 
the involvement of Hamid Said 
Kazmi in the racket should not 
have been sacked bringing 
bad name to his party. No 

doubt Maulana is right and the 
prime minister should not have 
taken the hasty decision with-
out bringing the matter to his 
notice. Incidentally, Maulana 
who holds the post of Chair-
man Kashmir Committee for 
years with the salary and 
perks of a federal minister with 
no work has not resigned. But 
as a reprisal has not only with-
drawn his ministers from the 
federal cabinet but announced 
the launching of a massive 
countrywide movement for the 
protection of the blasphemy 
law. Sitting with his former 
MMA partners in a press con-
ference the Maulana an-
nounced an elaborate program 
of marches, public meetings 
and shutter down strikes after 
Ashura. Maulana Fazal said all 
religious parties are united on 
this issue and we resist any 
move by the government to 
make changes in the present 
blasphemy law. With this an-
nouncement Pakistan is likely 
to face another major religious 
agitation which is expected to 

disturb the peopleôs every day 
life and adversely affect pro-
duction and business activities 
which are already under pres-
sure of power shortage. The 
Supreme Court also took up 
another major scam of a 
shady deal of a rental power 
plant Walters Power Interna-
tional and its associate Iqbal 
Z. Ahmad which was shifting 
low quality equipment from the 
Guddu plant to Naudero-2 
project which may have 
caused the government a loss 
of 2 billion dollars. The court 
ordered that the amount may 
be returned along with inter-
est. Obeying the courtôs order 
the company returned the 
amount as ordered. This hap-
pens only when the court is 
adamant to decide a case as 
early as possible in the nation-
al interest. Otherwise such 
cases take years for settle-
ment. Pakistanôs present crisis 
is mainly due to three major 
factors ï lack of good govern-
ance, unstoppable corruption 
and widespread terrorism 

which are contributing to the 
countryôs rapid slide down-
wards. One can only hope 
that,ò Marde as ghaib broon 
ayed-o-kare bekunadò  
In another case SC stayed 
transfer to any private party 
land reportedly allotted to a 
Singapore company for devel-
opment of deep water Gwader 
port in Balochistan. The court 
was hearing a joint petition 
moved by citizens challenging 
the award of a contract to the 
Singapore Company which 
failed to bring further invest-
ment for the port. The court 
issued injunction till the final 
disposal of the case. This case 
too seems to have possibility 
of large scale corruption. 
In short the Supreme Court is 
relentlessly pursuing all such 
cases which have possibility of 
mega corruption. One case 
which needs the courtôs urgent 
attention is the Pakistan steel 
scam which destroyed this 
valuable industry by callously 
corrupt people, some of whom 
are still at large.  

Sanghar farmers decide against wheat sowing 
The Explorer Monitoring News Desk 
SANGHAR: Many farmers here do not plan to sow wheat be-
cause of increasing prices of fertiliser, seed, diesel and pesti-
cides.  
Instead, they would likely to keep the existing cotton crop till 
January-February which will give them additional cotton.  
Farmers Sanwan Khan Mari, Akbar Jinjhi and Haji Ishaq said 
that DAP, which is essential for wheat crop, was available in the 
market for Rs2,500 to Rs2,600 per bag two weeks ago, but it 
was now selling at Rs3,100 to Rs3,200.  
They said that the prices of nitrophos, triple super phosphate, 
single super phosphate and nitrogenous fertilisers have risen 
from Rs100 to Rs300.  
They said there was shortage of quality wheat seed in the mar-
ket and its price had shot up to Rs 2,100 to Rs2,800 per 50 kg 
depending on the brand and quality.  
The farmers said that if they kept cotton crop beyond November
-December, they could earn extra money without any invest-
ment and efforts. Therefore, they added, they saw no reason to 
sow wheat.  

LOCAL  &  
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Two kidnap victims freed 
The Explorer Monitoring News Desk 
SHIKARPUR: Two persons kidnapped by outlaws were freed by 
police after an encounter in the forest of Golo Daro on Sunday.  
A police party raided the village of Roos Marfani in the forest 
and after an exchange of firing with the kidnappers, recovered 
Asif Ali Chukhuro and Altaf Chukhuro.  Police have arrested six 
suspects of Marfani and Bakhrani tribes.  Asif Ali and Altaf were 
kidnapped 12 days ago when they were asleep near their paddy 
field.  
RALLY: On the call of Citizens Alliance, people took out a pro-
cession and held a demonstration in Khanpur on Sunday in 
protest against delay in issuing Watan cards to flood-affected 
people of Khanpur taluka.  They also demanded immediate 
supply of relief goods.  Our Sukkur correspondent adds: Jaco-
babad police claimed on Sunday to have freed a man from 
bandits who had kidnapped him 10 days ago in the village of 
Jaffer Buledi near Garhi Khairo.  

Hunger and disease stalk camp dwellers before Eid 
The Explorer Monitoring News Desk 
DADU: Hundreds of flood-affected people living 
in tents on the premises of the Ustad Bukhari 
Boys Degree College are not receiving any food 
and no government functionary or NGO is help-
ing them at the time of Eid.  
The tents were set up by an NGO about two 
months ago and 400 flood-affected families from 
villages of Mehar and Khairpur Nathan Shah 
talukas were accommodated there.  
The NGO had provided one monthôs ration be-
fore handing over the camp to the local admin-
istration, which stopped supplying them food and 
other essential items about 45 days ago.  
This correspondent visited the camp on Saturday 
and found many people hungry and suffering 
from different diseases. Many of them were seri-

ously ill and in need of help but there is no doctor 
at the camp.  
The camp is located 800 feet from Eidgah where 
over 50,000 people will gather to offer Eid pray-
ers, and half a kilometre from the residence of 
Sindh Education Minister Pir Mazharul Haq and 
PPP MPA Syed Ghulam Shah Jilani.  
Ms Kaz Bano, a 65-year-old widow from Kando 
Wah village, told this reporter that she had 12 
family members who had consumed the last 
grain of their ration eight days ago. They had 
received the ration 45 days ago. Now, she said, 
members of her family were forced to beg in the 
town. She said they wanted to return to their 
village but it was still under two feet water. Be-
sides, they could not afford transport fares, she 
said, adding that she did get a Watan Card 34 

days ago but no cash had been transferred to the 
account. Ms Bhagal of Qaim Khan Khoso village 
said that she and her family had not eaten any-
thing for two days. She said that her 25-year-old 
son had become a mental patient but she had no 
money to take him to a hospital and buy medi-
cines. There is no medical team at the camp and 
they have no mosquito nets. She accused per-
sonnel of the EDO (health) office of selling mos-
quito nets and medicines to private stores. EDO 
(health) Dr Rafique Kolachi expressed ignorance 
about the camp. Dadu Civil Hospitals civil sur-
geon Dr Javaid Ahmed Dawachh said that it was 
the responsibility of the EDO (health) to send 
doctors to the camp. Medicines were available at 
the hospital, which was treating 1,200 to 1,300 
patients and most of them were flood-affected 

people, he said. Nine-year-old Shaukat Ali Bir-
hamani of Murad Chandio village said that his 
father was ill and mother had gone to the town to 
wash clothes of in the house of a rich man. \She 
would return in the evening and bring some food 
for the family, he said. They were eating only one 
meal a day, he said. There were more than 300 
children in the camp and most of them were ill, 
said Faqir Ashiq Ali Solangi. He appealed to the 
Sindh chief minister to direct the EDO (health) to 
send doctors to the camp. Saleem Panhwar, 
manager of the NGO which had set up the camp, 
said that his organisation was only providing 
entertainment to children. The NGO had provided 
one monthôs ration to the flood-affected families 
two months ago but now they had run out of 
stock, he said.  

DADU: DG Population Welfare Bashir Ahmed Mangi addressing the Medical Officer, Taluka Popu-
lation Welfare Officers and other staff members of population welfare department. Irregular cattle bazaars thrive in Hyderabad 

The Explorer Monitoring News Desk 
HYDERABAD: Irregular cattle bazaars have sprung up 
in different parts of the city in a bid to avoid local taxes. 
The owners of farms in Paretabad, Mir Nabi town and 
Rehman towns where cattle are raised specially for 

Eidul Azha have turned the trade into a colourful event. 
They decorate their animals and keep them neat and 
clean to attract buyers.  
ñIf we have to sell our animal, say for Rs70,000 weôll 
start with Rs130,000,ò said a cattle breeder of Phulelli.  

Traders who want to avoid paying entry fee in cattle 
markets organised by the administration come to road-
side bazaars inside the city.  
They said that the recent blast at the CID building in 
Karachi had affected the movement of animals from 
the interior to Karachi and their number had dropped 
considerably. They, however, expected the sale of 
sacrificial animals to pick up soon.  
ñAccording to our contacts in Karachi, block sale of big 
animals has dropped over the past two days following 
the blast and Hyderabad market may also face a simi-
lar trend,ò said Latif Qureshi, secretary general of 
Tajran-i-Maweshian Welfare Association (TMWA).  
The sale normally picks up on the 7th of Zilhuj but this 
time it is not happening.  
He said that buyers usually did ówindow shoppingô in 
the main cattle market to assess price trend and then 
try their luck in the irregular markets in Phulelli or else-
where.  
Mr Irfan Qureshi, contractor of the main cattle market 
said: ñSo far traders have received fair deals.ò  
TMWA president Baloch Khan Lashari said there 
would be no shortage of cattle in the main market. 
Goats from the interior of Sindh were yet to reach 
Hyderabads cattle market.  
The administration and organisers have not made any 
arrangements for fumigation or anti-Congo virus spray 
in the three main cattle bazaars in the district although 
health experts have warned of an outbreak of the 
disease.  

Accused in farm worker torture 

case arrested 
The Explorer Monitoring 
News Desk 
MIRPURKHAS: Police have 
arrested the driver of a landlord 
who, along with his men, had 
allegedly tortured a labourer 
and tried to burn him to death 
as punishment for stealing 
cotton in a village near Kot 
Ghulam Mohammad town on 
Saturday.  Mirpurkhas DPO 
Zulfiqar Maher has formed an 
inquiry committee comprising 
SPO of Sindhri Mohammad 
Ayoub Dars, SPO of Satellite 
town Bilawal Maher, SHO of 
Kot Ghulam Mohammad Lala 
Javed and investigation officer 
of Kot Ghulam Mohammad 
Abdul Sattar Soomro.  
Malaar Bheel, an uncle of the 
cotton-picker Roop Chand, 
lodged an FIR at the Kot Ghu-

lam Mohammad police station 
late on Saturday night and 
nominated the landlord Mir 
Abdul Rehman Talpur, his 
driver Jaffar Kapri, Hashim 
Kapri and Ilyas Kapri as the 
accused.  Malaar alleged that 
Roop Chand, 30, had come to 
the Kot Ghulam Mohammad 
area from a village in Mithi 
taluka to work in the farm of the 
landlord. He was accused of 
stealing 25 kilograms of cotton 
and detained in a room in the 
landlordôs Autaq in Rabo vil-
lage.  He alleged that Roop 
Chand was subjected to severe 
torture to force him to confess 
to the theft and was set on fire 
when he did not do so. Roop 
Chand suffered 80 per cent 
burns and was taken to Karachi 
where he is under treatment in 

the burns ward of the civil hos-
pital and his condition is said to 
be serious.  
Investigation officer Abdul 
Sattar Soomro has gone to 
Karachi to record Roop 
Chandôs statement.  
Kashif Bajir,a senior official of 
the Society for the Protection of 
the Rights of Child condemned 
the incident and said that he 
and a fact-finding team visited 
the Rabo village to speak to 
villagers and found that the 
allegation of cotton theft was 
false and fabricated.  
In fact, he said that Roop 
Chand was going to his sisterôs 
house when he was kidnapped, 
kept in illegal confinement and 
tortured. He alleged that the 
landlord was being supported 
by a PPP MNA.  

KHAIRPUR: Students are presenting their petry on the eve of Poetry Competition during the students week 
2010 at Shah Abdul Latif University Khairpur. 

UMERKOT: Ms. Naziran Provincial Co-coordinator Unit BBSYDP is meeting with Incharge. 


