
Court grants weekõs remand 

of Shahzain Bugti, guards 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Women Development, Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan and Federal 
Minister for Minorties, Shahbaz Bhatti distributing gift to a woman in connection with Xmas celebra-
tion. 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for food and agriculture, Nazar M. Gondal receiving a cheque of Rs. 
2.5 million from Chairman Rice Exporters Association of Pakistan, Irfan Sheikh for the flood af-
fectees. 

Be as smart as you can, but remem-
ber that it is always better to be wise 

than to be smart.  
Alan Alda  
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Yousuf 
Raza Gilani on Thursday said that the 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) was a 
very important agency and that its 
officials could not be forced to appear 
before courts in the United States.  
Addressing a session of the National 
Assembly, Gilani said that before 

launching military operations in Swat 
and South Waziristan, the government 
had taken the countryôs political lead-
ers into confidence. He stated that the 
government would not take any dicta-
tion over a military operation in North 
Waziristan. The government will de-
cide where and when there would and 
could be a military operation, Gilani 

asserted, adding that the war against 
terror will continue. 
Prime Minister Gilani further said that 
the people of Balochistan were patriot-
ic and had rendered many sacrifices 
for the country. He said Frontier Con-
stabulary Balochistan operated under 
the governmentôs directives and could 
not deviate from that practice.  

Govt to take no dictation on North 

Waziristan: PM 
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QUETTA: An Anti-terror court in Quetta granted 
a seven-day-long physical remand of president 
of the Balochistan chapter of Jamhoori Watan 
Party (JWP) Shahzain Bugti and his 26 guards 
to police on Thursday. 
Speaking to media representatives outside the 
court, Shahzain maintained that his arrest was 
directed at foiling his bid to hold a long march to 
Dera Bugti in January 2011. 
Earlier, an FIR was registered against Shahzain, 
a grandson of the late Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti, 
and his personal guards for keeping illegal arms. 
On Wednesday, paramilitary troops arrested 
Shahzain and his guards after finding a huge 
quantity of illegal arms and ammunition in the 
vehicles of his convoy coming from the border 
town of Chaman. The arms and ammunition 
recovered from the 16 smuggled vehicles includ-

ed 50 SMGs, 4 LMGs, two 12.7mm AA guns, 
two 14.2 mm AA guns, one SPG-9, one 9mm 

pistol, one AUG, 46,000 rounds of SMG, 1,600 
rounds of 12.7/14.5, 570 rounds of AUG, 880 

Bahria Town 

racing: Arrest 

warrant issued 

for Ali Riaz 
The Explorer National 
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ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) 
issued an arrest warrant for 
Ali Riaz, one of the accused 
in the Bahria Town drag 
race case, on Thursday. 
The FIA has also asked 
Dubai authorities for their 
assistance. 
Ali Riaz, the son of a real 
estate tycoon, had been 
nominated in an FIR after 
five spectators of a drag 
race were killed when one of 
the sports cars skidded off 
the road and ran them over, 
in Phase VIII of Bahria 
Town. 
The apex court had earlier 
directed the Inspector-
General of Police, Punjab, 
Tariq Saleem Dogar to ar-
rest the persons booked in 
the FIR, including Ali Riaz. 
The court had also directed 
that the inquiry of the case 
be referred to an experi-
enced and high-ranked 
police officer rather than a 
sub-inspector. 
A three-member bench of 
the apex court headed by 
Chief Justice Iftikhar Mu-
hammad Chaudhry and 
comprising Justice Ghulam 
Rabbani and Justice Khalilur 
Rehman Ramday while 
hearing a suo motu case 
had asked the Punjab police 
chief whether Rawalpindi 
city police was reluctant to 
arrest the culprits because 
they were ñinfluential.ò 

BB killers to 

be arrested 

soon: Wattoo 
The Explorer National 
News Desk 
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Kashmir Affairs Mian Man-
zoor Ahmad Wattoo said 
on Thursday that Shaheed 
Benazir Bhutto was the 
valuable asset of the coun-
try and claimed that her 
killers will soon be arrest-
ed.  
Talking to APP, he said 
"Murder of the Shaheed 
Bhutto is the loss of Paki-
stan, Muslim world as well 
as the international com-
munity and her death has 
created vacuum in local 
and international politics." 
He said the PPP-led gov-
ernment had asked the 
United Nations to conduct 
fair and transparent inquiry 
into the assassination of 
Benazir Bhutto, avoiding 
any political victimization. 
The minister said the gov-
ernment has started imple-
mentation on the report of 
the UN commission and 
arrested two highprofile 
police officers who were 
deployed there on that day. 

South Korea 

holds major 

new drill 
The Explorer International 
News Desk 
SEOUL: South Koreaôs mili-
tary Thursday held a live-fire 
drill involving tanks, artillery 
and jet fighters, in a major 
show of strength staged 
exactly a month after North 
Koreaôs deadly attack on a 
border island. 
Washington expressed sup-
port for the live-fire exercise 
by its ally, the second this 
week, but Pyongyang criti-
cised the Southôs ñpuppet 
warmongersò. 
The Southôs President Lee 
Myung-Bak, visiting a front-
line army unit elsewhere, told 
troops to hit back hard for 
any new attack. 
The Southôs military was 
heavily criticised for a per-
ceived feeble response to 
last monthôs bombardment 
which killed four people in-
cluding civilians. 
It has been stressing its 
battle-readiness and determi-
nation to hit back harder next 
time, using air power. 
ñWe should make a stronger 
and bigger counter-strike so 
they cannot provoke us 
again,ò Lee was quoted by 
Yonhap news agency as 
saying. 
ñWeôve endured for long 
enough. We thought we 
could maintain peace on this 
land if we endured, but that 
was not the case,ò Lee said. 
ñNow we need to strongly 
retaliate to maintain peace, 
deter provocations and pre-
vent war.ò 
People in the North, the 
president said, ñare almost 
starving to death, and with 
the money spent to make 
atomic bombs, people could 
liveò. The exercise at the 
Pocheon range, 30 kilome-
tres south of the tense land 
border with North Korea, 
lasted about 40 minutes. 
Some 800 troops took part 
along with 30 K-1 tanks, 11 K
-200 armoured personnel 
carriers, two F-15K jets, four 
KF-16 jets, 36 K-9 artillery 
pieces, three multiple long-
range rockets, four 500MD 
helicopters, three AH-1S 
Cobra helicopters, and other 
equipment. 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Syed Yusuf 
Raza Gilani said on Thursday that the 
parliament was a reflection of the aspira-
tions of people of the country Pakistan and 
a supreme forum that translated their will 
into legislation. Gilani said that the pas-
sage of 18th and 19th Constitutional 
Amendment Bills was indicative of the 
emergence of a strong parliamentary sys-
tem due to political sagacity and maturity of 
the political forces of the country. 
Talking to a delegation of Awami National 
Party (ANP) parliamentarians led by its 
President Asfandyar Wali Khan, which 
which called on him at his Chamber at the 
Parliament House, Gilani said that all coali-
tion partners would be taken on board on 
all major issues of national importance. 
He said that the policy of reconciliation and 
consensus had strengthened the demo-

cratic norms in the country immensely and 
major national issues had been successful-
ly resolved. He reiterated the governmentôs 
resolve to continue consulting all its part-
ners in future. The Prime Minister said that 
his frequent meetings with parliamentari-
ans belonging to different political parties 
provided the input as to how the govern-
ment was performing on ground. 
He said that they also provided valuable 
suggestions regarding different projects to 
which the government always accords high 
consideration. The Prime Minister assured 
the delegation that apart from infrastructur-
al development being initiated in the flood 
ravaged areas of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
the federal government would provide 
substantial funds for their reconstruction 
and rehabilitation. The Prime Minister 
thanked the ANP for extending their sup-
port on the 19th Constitutional Amendment 

Bill. 
Asfandyar Wali Khan and other members 
of the delegation congratulated the Prime 
Minister on the passage of the 19th 
Amendment Bill. They assured the Prime 
Minister of complete support of the party 
for strengthening democratic institutions in 
the country. 
The members of the delegation briefed the 
Prime Minister about the status of the 
ongoing development projects in their 
respective areas.   
Other members of the delegation included 
Minister for Railways Haji Ghulam Ahmed 
Bilour, Minister of State for Narcotics Arbab 
Muhammad Zahir, Minister of State 
Masood Abbas, MNAs Ms. Bushra Gohar, 
Pervez Khan, Pir Dilawar Shah, Syed 
Haider Ali Shah, Muzafar ul Mulk, Ms. 
Jamila Gillani, Mrs. Khurshid Begum and 
Senator Zahid Khan. 
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óTEHRAN: Iranôs opposition leaders said 
that a òdark futureò awaits the economy 
because the government didnôt listen to 
economists when it slashed energy and 
food subsidies in a country already strug-
gling under biting UN sanctions. 
Former presidential candidates Mir Hosse-
in Mousavi and Mahdi Karroubi support the 
governmentôs effort to rein in subsidies but 
said in a rare statement posted on their 
websites Wednesday that it is being imple-
mented badly. 
The opposition leaders, who believe Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad stole the 
June 2009 election through massive vote 
fraud, said the way the government is 

slashing subsidies only brings more hard-
ship to the country. Fuel prices have at 
least quadrupled and bread prices have 
more than doubled in the past week since 
the government started dramatically reduc-
ing subsidies. 
òEnforcing this plan, while Iran is facing 
tough international sanctions and its econ-
omy is in recession with an unemployment 
rate of over 30 percent and wild inflation, is 
a burden on medium and low-income fami-
lies,ò Mousavi and Karroubi said in a state-
ment posted on kaleme.com. 
òDaily closure of factories and their inability 
to pay salaries on the one hand and exit of 
capital because of lack of investment secu-
rity é on the other herald a dark future for 

the countryôs economy. This gets worse 
when the government has no ears for the 
views of experts,ò they added. 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has 
called the subsidy cut plan the òbiggest 
surgeryò in Iranôs economy in half a century 
and vowed to fully cut all subsidies by the 
end of his term in 2013. 
The government says it is paying some 
$100 billion in subsidies annually, although 
experts believe the amount is about $30 
billion. Economists say the plan to slash 
subsidies could stoke inflation already 
estimated to be more than 20 percent. 
Experts say a gradual reduction of subsi-
dies, not a sudden cut, is the best ap-
proach to tackling Iranôs economic woes. 

Dark futureõ awaits the economy: 

Iran opposition 
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan, syed Mehdi Shah called on Federal Minister for law, 
justice and parliamentary affairs, Dr. Babar Awan. 

Parliament is relection of peopleõs 

aspirations: Gilani 
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ISTANBUL: President Asif Ali 
Zardari on Thursday assured 
Iran that Pakistan would extend 
all assistance and cooperation 
on Chahbahar incident and 
would continue to cooperate 
with Iran to deal with the men-
ace of terrorism.The President 
was talking to Iranian President 
Mahmood Ahmedinejad who 
called on him here on the side-
lines of the 11th ECO sum-
mit.The President told his Irani-
an counterpart that Pakistan is 
ready to further strengthen 

cooperation in intelligence 
sharing and in the area of secu-
rity to meet the challenges of 
terrorism.The President said 
that Iran has key role in promot-
ing stability and peace in 
Afghanistan. He said that 
Pakistan is fully commit-
ted to deepen its ties with 
Iran and thanked the 
government of Iran for its 
generous assistance in 
the wake of recent flood. 
He said that Iran-
Pakistan gas pipeline 
project is of crucial im-
portance to Pakistan and the 

signing of Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan and India 
(TAPI) would have no implica-
tion on Iran-Pakistan gas pipe-
line project. President Zardari 

said that the two countries 

should closely engage to pro-
mote regional economic coop-
eration particularly in the frame-
work of ECO. He said that 
Pakistan remains committed to 
hosting the next Pakistan-Iran-
Afghanistan trilateral summit in 
Islamabad at mutually conven-
ient dates. The President said 
that ECO is a useful forum and 
needs to be further strength-
ened. The two leaders also 
discussed bilateral and regional 
issues of mutual interest with 
particular focus on trade and 
economic relations and cooper-
ation in diverse fields. 

Pakistan extends all assistance, cooperation to 

Iran on Chahbahar incident 

SC directs action against 

bogus housing schemes 
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LAHORE: A full Supreme 
Court (SC) bench headed by 
Chief Justice of Pakistan 
Justice Iftikhar Muhammed 
Chaudhry directed to spend 
money acquired by auctioning 
81 plots of former member of 
Punjab Assembly on develop-
ment of Venus Housing 
Scheme, Aaj TVreported on 
Thursday. 
The SC disposed of petitions 
filed under public benefit. 

These petitions said Mian 
Shahbaz sold plots of the 
housing scheme; but, he did 
not undertake any develop-
ment work there. . 
Police took Mian Shahbaz 
before the court. The apex 
court directed Secretary Hous-
ing to draw up a survey re-
garding bogus housing 
schemes and plan crackdown 
on such schemes. 
The court held that it knew 
what is afoot in the country in 
the name of housing schemes 
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ISLAMABAD: Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, chief of the Jamiat 
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F), on 
Thursday said the JUI-F did not 
pose a threat to the PPP-led 
coalition government. 
However, the current govern-
ment poses a threat to Shariat 
in Pakistan, he said. 
Speaking at the National As-
sembly session here, Fazlur 
Rehman said the government 
was also under international 
pressure over the Reformed 
General Sales Tax (RGST) 
issue. He further criticised the 

sacking of former JUI-F minis-

ter Azam Khan Swati and said 
Swati ñwas not a member of the 

PPP that he could be dis-

missed without consulting the 
partyò. 

Current govt a threat to Shariat, 

says Fazlur Rehman 


