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Overseas Pakistani student fights 

for fee concession 
The Explorer Monitoring News Desk 
KARACHI: A third-year Dow International 
Medical College student has gone to court 
as she believes she deserves either a 
scholarship or a fee concession given that 
she earned a distinction in her first- and 
second-year exams. The matter was ad-
journed for today. Student Rahima Iqbal 
gained admission on the overseas Paki-
stani quota after paying US$10,000. 
She filed the petition in 2009, arguing she 
deserved the concession given that local 
students are offered a 70-per cent reduc-
tion in their fee and a scholarship if they 
score well. When Iqbal refused to pay her 
tuition fee, the college administration re-
fused to let her sit the third-year exams, 
forcing her to file the petition. Iqbal was 
later allowed to sit her exams through an 
interim order passed by the court. On 
Wednesday, the Sindh education secretary 
submitted his comments to the bench and 
stated that Iqbal had sent a scholarship 
application to the education and literacy 
departmentôs senior minister on October 5, 
2009. After going through her application, 

the department decided that she was not 
entitled to the scholarship. 
The secretary cited several reasons for 
turning down Iqbalôs application. ñDow In-
ternational Medical College, Karachi, is not 
among those approved medical colleges 
and universities for which scholarships are 
extended to poor and meritorious deserving 
students,ò read the statement. 
He also said that Iqbal paid US$10,000 for 
her admission, which indicated her financial 
stability. Scholarships are paid in the local 
currency and are given to those students 
whose parents have an annual income of 
less than Rs250,000, he added. 
Among other reasons, the secretary men-
tioned that the student needs to have been 
living in Pakistan continuously for more 
than 20 years. The scholarship ratio is fixed 
at 60:40 for rural and urban areas while 70 
per cent of the scholarships are for gradu-
ate studies and the remaining for postgrad-
uate studies. 
Iqbalôs lawyer requested for time to go over 
these comments filed by the secretary. The 
bench adjourned the hearing till today. 

Suicide bomber 

kills policeman in 

Afghanistan 
The Explorer International 
News Desk 
KABUL: A suicide bomber 
killed a policeman and injured 
five civilians at a checkpoint 
in Kunduz, northern Afghani-
stan on Thursday, a local 
official told AFP. 
"At around 8:00 am (0330 
GMT), a man wearing a 
suicide vest walked into a 
traffic post in the centre of 
Kunduz city," the head of the 
local provinicial council, 
Mahboobullah Mahboob, 
said. 
"One traffic policeman was 
killed and five civilians were 
injured in the explosion." 

HYDERABAD: Farmers busy in packing the fresh vegetables in their field at Hala Naka 
filed area. Hyderabad is famous in exporting vegetable to different areas of country. 
Farmers work hard to serve citizens . 

DHA rape case: After questioning servant, police 

worried more rapes took place 
The Explorer Monitoring News Desk 
KARACHI: The Darakhshan police are 
alarmed that they could be possibly 
looking at more than one rape in the 
course of investigating an alleged gang 
rape that took place in DHA over the 
weekend. Officers have been question-
ing the owner of a flat Lal Chand, where 
a party took place on Sunday. A woman 
K was raped after she left the gathering. 
Clifton SP Tariq Dharejo clarified that 
the flat owner Lal Chand, a business-
man and property dealer, did not organ-
ise the party, however. It was held by a 
friend of his, identified as Sultan, who 
did this frequently. ñA day before, Sultan 
had organized a party in the same flat,ò 
said the SP. The police are questioning 
Lal Chandôs servant, who claims that he 
was at the flat the night of the rape. 
ñInitially, he said the gang rape had 
taken place inside the flat,ò said Dhare-
jo. ñHe said he was sleeping but was 
woken when he heard a girl screaming 
for help.ò The SP added, however, that 
the police were treating his slowly unrav-

elling story with extreme caution. Much 
cross-questioning will be in the works as 
the police suspect the servant is being 
ñoverly cleverò and could be biased 
towards his employers. Nonetheless, 
these unverified revelations have wor-
ried the police that rapes may have 
been taking place at the flat. Meanwhile, 
on Wednesday, three men detained for 
questioning, were released. They are 
believed to be Javed Iqbal, Nadeem and 
Saud who worked as watchmen and 
peons. Citizens-Police Liaison Commit-
tee (CPLC) chief Ahmed Chinoy told 
The Express Tribune that they were 
tracked with the help cell phone records 
and car trackers. ñThat party is what the 
case revolves on,ò said SP Dharejo. 
ñThe story will develop from what hap-
pened from that point. We have collect-
ed a great deal of evidence.ò They have 
sent the clothes of the accused for DNA 
testing. ñWe also know the movements 
of the car the victims were in through the 
car-tracking device.ò DIG South Iqbal 
Mehmood and Dharejo told The Express 

Tribune that none of the suspects were 
the alleged attackers but had attended 
the party. 
Ironically, while police and government 
officials openly named the alleged vic-
tims of rape and assault to journalists, 
the police are now upset with the media 
for disclosing the name of one of the 
suspects. When asked about progress 
in the investigation, DIG South Iqbal 
Mehmood retorted, ñWell, the progress 
has gone for a six after what the media 
has done. They released everything on 
television é the name of the suspect 
etc. We have not been able to get the 
rest of the accomplices because they 
have all bloody well run away.ò 
DSP Zameer Ahmed Abbasi remarked 
that they would have finalised this case 
by Tuesday, but as the media had dis-
closed the name of the suspect, his 
accomplices have run away. ñKarachi is 
not a small city,ò he said. ñIt is easy to 
hide if someone wants to.ò The victimsô 
professions and character were still a 
focus. ñThe women were call girls,ò DIG 

Mehmood said. ñThey were at the party 
for six hours, from 10:20 pm to 4:20 am, 
so we are getting information on who 
was at the party, who left early etc. We 
are also questioning the friends of M 
(alleged rape victim Kôs friend who filed 
the First Information Report).ò 
In a marked contrast, Dharejo refused to 
comment on the victimsô profession. ñI 
cannot say anything at this point. I am 
leading the investigation and it would be 
bad of me to do so.ò 
The CPLCôs Chinoy told The Express 
Tribune that the investigation has so far 
had been ñquite satisfactoryò. 
ñI am in constant contact with the wom-
en,ò he said. ñThey are cooperating with 
the police.ò Dharejo said the women 
were cooperating ñbecause they can see 
that the police is investigating and has 
made headway on the case.ò Chinoy 
said arrangements have been made to 
provide counselling to the women. 
Meanwhile, some law-enforcement 
officials in Clifton and DHA were clue-
less about the caseôs progress.  

PC board gives 

go ahead for 

appointment 

of financial 

advisors 
The Explorer Sport News 
Desk 
ISLAMABAD: The Board of 
Privatization Commission 
(PC) gave go ahead for invit-
ing Expressions of Interests 
(EOIs) for appointment of 
Financial Advisors in different 
organizations. 
The organization including 
Pakistan Post Offices Depart-
ments (PPOD), National 
Power Construction Compa-
ny (NPCC), Heavy Electrical 
Complex (HEC) and the 
listing of Islamabad Electric 
Power Company (IESCO) on 
the Stock Exchange for its 
Initial Public Offering (IPO). 
According to a statement 
issued on Wednesday the 
decision to this effect was 
taken after taking on board 
the management of the re-
spective entities and the 
concerned ministries. 
The financial advisors will 
valuate these entities and 
suggest the best possible 
option for taking the transac-
tion forward for their value 
addition, including corporat-
isation, revamping, revitaliza-
tion, management outsourc-
ing through Public private 
Partnership (PPP), divest-
ment of shares through do-
mestic and international 
capital markets. 
The capacity building, plant 
optimization and turnaround 
of Pakistan Steel Mills Corpo-
ration (PSMC) was also 
discussed. 
The PC board formed various 
transaction committees for 
these entities comprising on 
PC board members to moni-
tor the progress of the pro-
cess for ensuring utmost 
transparency and satisfaction 
of the all the respective 
stakeholder. 
Earlier, the minutes of the 
previous Board meeting were 
approved and the implemen-
tation status of the decisions 
of the previous Board meet-
ing were reviewed. 
PC Board's committee was 
also formed on Audit. It was 
also decided to invite fresh 
EOIs for selection of a panel 
of Chartered Accountants 
and to retain the existing 
panel for a period of three 
upcoming months. 
Addressing on this occasion, 
Senator Waqar Ahmed Khan 
Federal Minister for Privatiza-
tion said that the government 
was determined to restrict to 
the policy making and not to 
run the businesses. 
He directed the PC officials to 
function within the parame-
ters of the Privatization Law 
and to support all those enti-
ties, which were endeavoring 
to make them profitable and 
to adopt most beneficial 
modes while executing the 
transaction on the approved 
privatization list. 
The PC Board members, 
Minister for Pakistan Post, 
senior officials of the respec-
tive ministries, departments, 
including ministry of finance 
and PC officials attended the 
meeting.  

The Explorer Monitoring 
News Desk 
SUKKUR: Hundreds of resi-
dents who had booked plots in 
Gulshan-e-Iqbal, the only hous-
ing scheme initiated by the 
Sukkur taluka municipal admin-
istration around 30 years ago, 
have lost their investment to the 
land mafia. In 1975, the taluka 
municipal administration started 
a housing scheme near Nu-
maish ground, Old Sukkur. At 
least 2,833 plots, measuring 
400 square yards, 240 square 
yards and 120 square yards, 
were allotted to people through 
draws in 1980, 1981 and 1982. 
While several people booked 
plots under the scheme, none 
of them dared to start construc-
tion because of the terrible law 
and order situation in the area. 
To make matters worse, the 
municipal administration did not 
erect a boundary wall around 
the scheme, which allowed the 
land mafia to take over several 
plots 
 When some of the owners built 

walls to secure their plots, the 
walls were razed to the ground 
and the gates were stolen. The 
scheme was neglected further 
because the administration did 
not start laying down infrastruc-
ture such as water pipelines, 
drainage, electricity and roads. 
Even the plots reserved for a 
school, hospital, mosque and 
park are still vacant. 
Lost records 
The problems with the scheme 
continued to pile up as more 
than one person is now claim-
ing ownership to a single plot. 
When these people visited the 
municipal office, they were told 
that the relevant records were 
burnt in November 2007, during 
the riots after the assassination 
of Benazir Bhutto 
People, however, alleged that 
those who bribe officials man-
age to get proper documents 
for their plots. Although the 
municipal office was attacked 
and set on fire during the riots, 
the record room had remained 
untouched. 

According to informed sources, 
some municipal officials are 
taking advantage of lawless-
ness in the area and are help-
ing the mafia by preparing fake 
documents of the plots. 
ñMost of the plots are now 
occupied by the mafia, who are 
living there after constructing 
houses while the real owners 
donôt dare visit the site since 
they know they canôt fight with 
the criminals,ò they added. 
Jurisdiction warfare 
Around five years ago, Sukkur 
city was divided into two talu-
kas, Sukkur city and New Suk-
kur. The law dictates that Gul-
shan-e-Iqbal comes under the 
jurisdiction of New Sukkur 
taluka, but the officials of Suk-
kur city delayed handing over 
records to them on one pretext 
or the other. Sukkur TMA land 
grant departmentôs chief Sikan-
dar Channa confirmed that a 
land mafia was operating in 
Gulshan-e-Iqbal. He denied, 
however, that TMA officials 
were involved in the encroach-

ment. He was of the view that 
due to the high crime rate in the 
area, people chose not to con-
struct houses and were instead 
selling off their plots.  
He also confirmed that no 
school, hospital, mosque or 
park have been constructed 
there and the plots are vacant. 
When asked about handing 
over the records to the New 
Sukkur TMA, he replied the 
documents will be given to 
them ñin a couple of daysò. 
Sukkur city taluka administrator 
Abdul Shakoor Mahar also 
denied that the municipal staff 
was in cahoots with the land 
mafia. ñPlots in Gulshan-e-Iqbal 
are being sold from one person 
to the other. Whatôs worse is 
that a single plot is being sold 
to two or three people!ò he 
alleged. Meanwhile, the admin-
istrator for New Sukkur taluka, 
Yar Mohammad Junejo, told 
The Express Tribune that he 
had been complaining about 
this problem for the last five 
years.  

ISLAMABAD: The National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) decided on Wednesday to 
investigate óvigorouslyô a shady land deal 
involving former housing minister 
Rehmatullah Kakar. 

The decision was taken at a meeting of 
the bureauôs executive board which was 
presided over by NAB Chairman Syed 
Deedar Hussain Shah. 
The issue of the deal involving billions of 

rupees was brought to the notice of the 
bureau a couple of months ago when Mr 
Kakarôs party, the Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam 
(Fazl), was still part of the government. 
After some preliminary work, NAB decid-
ed to investigate the case formally. 
A NAB spokesman said the meeting 
discussed the acquisition of 3,000 kanals 
of land near Barakahu area of Islamabad 
for the federal government employees 
housing scheme by the ministry at exor-
bitant prices. 
JUI-F chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
criticised the move and said any action 
by NAB against the former minister would 
be resisted. 
ñWe will squeeze those who will take 
action against us,ò he told reporters. 
He said: ñWe do not recognise the institu-
tion (NAB) which was set up by a dicta-
torò. 
Some 3,000 kanals of land was pur-
chased in the Simly Dam Road area in 
Zone-IV of Islamabad last year from a 
private firm Green Tree for the project 
under the Prime Ministerôs Housing 
Scheme. The project was to be executed 
by the same firm. 
Sources said that the resignation of the 
housing minister, which has not yet been 
accepted by Prime Minister Yousuf Raza 

Gilani, upset officials of the Federal Gov-
ernment Employees Housing Foundation 
involved in the deal and they feared pos-
sible action by NAB and a standing com-
mittee of the National Assembly. 
The spokesman said that NAB would 
look into complaints against officers re-
sponsible for wasting public funds. 
Mr Kakar, meanwhile, issued a statement 
on the letterhead of the Federal Govern-

ment Employees Housing Foundation 
saying he had nothing to do with the 
deal. He ruled out the possibility of failure 

or wrapping up of the scheme. 
He said: ñThe question of wrapping up of 
the scheme after his resignation is totally 
irrelevant because the minister is not the 
member of the executive committee and 
the scheme will continue. It has nothing 
to do with any outgoing and incoming 
minister.ò 
The controversial deal is also being in-
vestigated by the National Assemblyôs 

Standing 
Committee 
on Hous-
ing and 
W o r k s 
b e c a u s e 
the land 
had been 
purchased 
at exorbi-
tant price 
in an area 
w h e r e 
h o u s i n g 
was not 
allowed. 
ñThe com-
m i t t e e 

noticed marked difference in the market 
value of the land,ò a member of the NA 
standing committee said. 

NAB to probe land deal involving JUIõs Kakar 

Parliamentarians term 19th 

Amendment historic achievement 
The Explorer National News Desk 
ISLAMABAD: Parliamentarians considering 
the passage of two historic constitutional 
amendments in a year indeed an amazing 
step, termed it a laudable achievement of 
the parliament. According to a private TV 
report, the 19th amendment seeks to 
change the article 175 A of the constitution 
that deals with the appointments of the judg-
es in the superior courts. 
The report says the objectivity of this 
amendment bill could be further achieved by 
eliminating corruption using Constitutional 
Reforms Committee (CRC) as a platform. 
The Parliamentary Reforms Committee has 
increased the number of the members of the 
Judicial Commission formed under the 18th 
amendment. The Commission to be headed 
by the Chief Justice would now have three 
serving and one retired judges in addition to 
the federal law minister, the Attorney Gen-
eral and the representative of the Pakistan 

Bar Council. 
The bill also specifies 15 years experience 
for the PBC representative. According to the 
draft the Judicial Commission could not 
resend the nomination of the person who 
once rejected by the parliamentary commit-
tee. In case of the rejection the Parliamen-
tary Committee 
would have to 
provide reasons. If 
the nomination 
would have not 
confirmed, the 
judicial commis-
sion will have to 
send another one.  
In case the National Assembly is resolved to 
the members of the committee the Senate 
would take over this job. If confirmed the 
committee would send the names of the 
nominees to the Prime Minister to be for-
warded to the President for approval. 

UMERKOT: Syed Ali Mardan Shah Minister Population Welfare Department is addressing seminar. 

Lost records, mafia ruining housing scheme in Sukkur 

Regional security atop 

Pak-China collaboration 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China have joined 
hands in confronting the challenge of regional 
security through ósubstantive cooperationô at 
bilateral and multilateral levels. 
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao's recent visit to 
Pakistan has also given a fresh impetus to firm-
ing up ties by enhancing cooperation in areas of 
defence, security and counter-terrorism. 
According to the details available from officials 
privy to the formal talks between Premier Wen 
Jiabao and Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza 
Gilani, the two sides termed terrorism, separa-
tism and extremism as serious threats to region-
al peace, stability and security. 
China noted the great efforts and sacrifices of 
Pakistan in fighting terrorism and appreciated its 
counter-terrorism strategy. 
The Chinese government said it recognizes 
Pakistan as an important member of the region 
that was playing a vital role in safeguarding 
peace, security and stability. 
China assured Pakistan to help it meet its ener-
gy needs through all means including nuclear 
energy. Pakistan and China are already cooper-

ating under the IAEA regulations and interna-
tional laws. 
Under the energy cooperation, a mechanism will 
be established to push forward bilateral cooper-
ation in conventional, renewable and civil nucle-
ar energy. 
Premier Wen Jiabao and Prime Minister Gilani in 
their talks also agreed to step up training of 
military personnel, joint exercises, training and 
cooperation for national defence, science and 
technology and collaboration in defence produc-
tion. They also agreed on closer maritime secu-
rity cooperation. 
The two sides also decided to strengthen com-
munication and coordination in regional affairs, 
particularly on the hotspots such as Afghanistan. 
They expressed support for unity and territorial 
integrity of Afghanistan and efforts of its govern-
ment to advance peace, reconstruction and 
national reconciliation to ensure its stability and 
independence. Pakistan and China reiterated 
closer cooperation on international issues such 
as climate change, food and energy security and 
UN reform. 


